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would look upon our poor Savages with a merci-
ful and kindly eye, as he has given courage to those
Gentlemen to carry out their purpose in spite of the
opposition that demons, envy, and the avarice of
men, have aroused against them. I know not how
it happens, but I do know well that since they inter-
est themselves in the glory of God, in the spread of
the Gospel, in the conversion of souls, we feel an in-
explicable and affectionate interest in their affairs;
so much so that, if things would go according to our
wishes, they would gain more in one month than
they have lost in all the years that their plans have
been thwarted. They are also our Fathers, since
they provide here [6] for a part of us, and bestow
their affection abundantly upon us. I hope that in a
few years they will see the fruits of Heaven and
of earth growing from the seeds which they have
planted with so much trouble. This is the inference
that may be drawn from the few observations which
I am about briefly to record.

And, in order to avoid all confusion, I shall follow
the order of time. But, as a prefatory remark, I must
say that we have felt a peculiar pleasure in the be-
havior of the French who are wintering here. I con-
fess I had some fear during our voyage that libertin-
age might cross the sea with us; but the good
example of the chiefs who were in command at this
place, the distance from all debauchery, the little
work which has been done in preaching, and in the ad-
ministration of the sacraments, have held all strictly
[7] in the line of duty;and, although we had among
us persons of two quite different parties, neverthe-
less it seemed that love and respect generally ruled
both sides. A number made a general confession of



